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§23.74

§23.74 How can I trade internationally
in personal sport-hunted trophies?

(a) U.S. and foreign general provisions.
Except as provided for personal and
household effects in §23.15, the import,
export, or re-export of sport-hunted
trophies of species listed under CITES
must meet the requirements of this
section and the other requirements of
this part (see subparts B and C for pro-
hibitions and application procedures).

(b) Sport-hunted trophy means raw or
tanned parts of a specimen that was
taken by a hunter, who is also the im-
porter, exporter, or re-exporter, during
a sport hunt for personal use. It may
include the bones, claws, hair, head,
hide, hooves, horns, meat, skull, teeth,
tusks, or any taxidermied part, includ-
ing, but not limited to, a rug or
taxidermied head, shoulder, or full
mount. It does not include articles
made from a trophy, such as worked,
manufactured, or handicraft items for
use as clothing, curios, ornamentation,
jewelry, or other utilitarian items.

(c) Use after import. You may use your
sport-hunted trophy after import into
the United States as provided in §23.55.

(d) Quantity and tagging. The fol-
lowing provisions apply to the issuance
and acceptance of U.S. and foreign
CITES documents:

(1) The number of trophies that one
hunter may import in any calendar
year for the following species is:

(i) No more than two leopard
(Panthera pardus) trophies.

(ii) No more than one markhor
(Capra falconeri) trophy.

(iii) No more than one black rhinoc-
eros (Diceros bicornis) trophy.

(2) Each trophy imported, exported,
or re-exported must be marked or
tagged in the following manner:

(i) Leopard and markhor: Each raw
or tanned skin must have a self-locking
tag inserted through the skin and per-
manently locked in place using the
locking mechanism of the tag. The tag
must indicate the country of origin,
the number of the specimen in relation
to the annual quota, and the calendar
year in which the specimen was taken
in the wild. A mounted sport-hunted
trophy must be accompanied by the tag
from the skin used to make the mount.

(ii) Black rhinoceros: Parts of the
trophy, including, but not limited to,
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skin, skull, or horns, whether mounted
or loose, should be individually marked
with reference to the country of origin,
species, the number of the specimen in
relation to the annual quota, and the
year of export.

(3) The export permit or re-export
certificate or an annex attached to the
permit or certificate must contain all
the information that is given on the
tag.

Subpart F—Disposal of
Confiscated Wildlife and Plants

§23.78 What happens to confiscated
wildlife and plants?

(a) Purpose. Article VIII of the Treaty
provides for confiscation or return to
the country of export of specimens that
are traded in violation of CITES.

(b) Disposal options. Part 12 of this
subchapter provides the options we
have for disposing of forfeited and
abandoned live and dead wildlife and
plants. These include maintenance in
captivity either in the United States or
in the country of export, return to the
wild under limited circumstances, and
sale of certain Appendix-II or -III speci-
mens. Under some conditions, eutha-
nasia or destruction may be necessary.

(1) We use a plant rescue center pro-
gram to dispose of confiscated live
plants. Participants in this program
may also assist APHIS, CBP, and FWS
Law Enforcement in holding seized
specimens as evidence pending any
legal decisions.

(2) We dispose of confiscated live
wildlife on a case-by-case basis at the
time of seizure and forfeiture, and con-
sider the quantity, protection level,
and husbandry needs of the wildlife.

(c) Re-export. We may issue a re-ex-
port certificate for a CITES specimen
that was forfeited or abandoned when
the certificate indicates the specimen
was confiscated and when the re-export
meets one of the following purposes:

(1) For any CITES species, the return
of a live specimen to the Management
Authority of the country of export,
placement of a live specimen in a res-
cue center, or use of the specimen for
law enforcement, judicial, or forensic
purposes.

218



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior

(2) For an Appendix-II or -III species,
the disposal of the specimen in an ap-
propriate manner that benefits enforce-
ment and administration of the Con-
vention.

(d) Consultation process. FWS and
APHIS may consult with the Manage-
ment Authority in the country of ex-
port or re-export and other relevant
governmental and nongovernmental
experts before making a decision on
the disposal of confiscated live speci-
mens that have been forfeited or aban-
doned to the FWS, APHIS, or CBP.

§23.79 How may I participate in the
Plant Rescue Center Program?

(a) Purpose. We have established the
Plant Rescue Center Program to place
confiscated live plants quickly to pre-
vent physical damage to the plants.

(b) Criteria. Institutions interested in
participating in this program must be:

(1) Nonprofit, open to the public, and
have the expertise and facilities to care
for confiscated exotic plant specimens.
A participating institution may be a
botanical garden, arboretum, zoolog-
ical park, research institution, or other
qualifying institution.

(2) Willing to transfer confiscated
plants from the port where they were
confiscated to their facilities at their
own expense.

(3) Willing to return the plants to the
U.S. Government if the country of ex-
port has requested their return. The
U.S. Government will then coordinate
the plants’ return to the country of ex-
port.

(4) Willing to accept and maintain a
plant shipment as a unit until it has
received authorization from us to in-
corporate the shipment into its perma-
nent collection or transfer a portion of
it to another participating institution.

(c) Participation. Institutions wishing
to participate in the Plant Rescue Cen-
ter Program should contact the U.S.
Management Authority (see §23.7).
They must provide a brief description
of the greenhouse or display facilities,
the names and telephone numbers of
any individuals authorized to accept
plants on behalf of the institution, and
the mailing address where the plants
should be sent. In addition, interested
institutions must indicate if they are
limited with regard to the type of

§23.84

plants they are able to maintain or the
quantities of plants they can handle at
one time.

Subpart G—CITES Administration

§23.84 What are the roles of the Secre-
tariat and the committees?

(a) Secretariat. The Secretariat is
headed by the Secretary-General. Its
functions are listed in Article XII of
the Treaty and include:

(1) Arranging and staffing meetings
of the Parties.

(2) Performing functions as requested
in relation to listings in the Appen-
dices.

(3) Undertaking scientific and tech-
nical studies, as authorized by the CoP,
to contribute to implementation of the
Convention.

(4) Studying reports of the Parties
and requesting additional information
as appropriate to ensure effective im-
plementation of the Convention.

(5) Bringing to the attention of the
Parties matters relevant to the Con-
vention.

(6) Periodically publishing and dis-
tributing to the Parties current edi-
tions of the Appendices as well as in-
formation on the identification of
specimens of species listed in the Ap-
pendices.

(7) Preparing annual reports to the
Parties on its work and on the imple-
mentation of the Convention.

(8) Making recommendations for the
implementation of the aims and provi-
sions of the Convention, including the
exchange of scientific and technical in-
formation.

(9) Performing other functions en-
trusted to it by the Parties.

(b) Committees. The Parties have es-
tablished four committees to provide
administrative and technical support
to the Parties and to the Secretariat.
The CoP may charge any of these com-
mittees with tasks.

(1) The Standing Committee steers
the work and performance of the Con-
vention between CoPs.

(1) This committee oversees develop-
ment and execution of the Secretar-
iat’s budget, advises other committees,
appoints working groups, and carries
out activities on behalf of the Parties
between CoPs.
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